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DETAILED ACTION 

Response to Amendment 

This communication is responsive to the amendment filed 9/23/2008. 

Claims 1-44 are pending in this application. Claims 1, 11, 20, 21, 29, 34, and 40 
are independent claims. In the amendment filed 9/23/2008, Claims 1 , 1 1 , 20, 21 , 29, 
34, and 40 were amended. This action is made Non-Final because a 101 rejection 
should have been made in the previous action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 101 

35 U.S.C. 101 reads as follows: 

Whoever invents or discovers any new and useful process, machine, manufacture, or composition of 
matter, or any new and useful improvement thereof, may obtain a patent therefor, subject to the 
conditions and requirements of this title. 

Claims 1-10 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

The use of the word "system" does not inherently mean that the claim is directed 
to a machine. None of the claimed elements of the system are a physical part of the 
device. Therefore the claim is simply software per-se and does not fall under one of the 
statutory subject matter categories. 

Claims 20-28 rejected under 35 U.S.C. 101 because the claimed invention is 
directed to non-statutory subject matter. 

Claim 20-28 are directed to the program itself, not a process occurring as a result 
of executing the program, a machine programmed to operate in accordance with the 
program not a manufacture structurally and functionally interconnected with the program 
in a manner which enables the program to act as a computer component and realize its 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/691 ,885 Page 3 

Art Unit: 2174 

functionality. It is also clearly not directed to a composition of matter. Therefore, it is 
non-statutory under 35 USC 101 . 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 1 03(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior 
art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to 
a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be 
negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co., 383 U.S. 1 , 148 
USPQ 459 (1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining 
obviousness under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 



1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating 
obviousness or nonobviousness. 

Claims 1-44 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 

Hahn et al. (US 5751 287) in view of Straub et al. (US 5905492) 



In regards to claim 1 , Hahn teaches a computer system for presenting stored 
data comprising: a data store including a plurality of items (Figure 4), wherein at least a 
portion of said items include one or more field entries (Figure 4, Elements 460, 480 and 
500). 



Application/Control Number: 1 0/691 ,885 Page 4 

Art Unit: 2174 

Hahn does not specifically teach an explorer residing as one of said plurality of 
items in said data store and housing a first set of data and a second set of data, wherein 
said first set of data defines a query that identifies one or more desired field entries, and 
wherein said second set of data defines an explorer display schema having one or more 
visual elements selected for display with items having said one or more desired field 
entries; and a shell browser configured to access said explorer and to utilize said first 
set of data to select items having one or more desired field entries from said data store 
and to utilize said second set of data to display said selected items according to said 
explorer display schema. 

Straub teaches an explorer residing as one of said plurality of items in said data 
store and housing a first set of data and a second set of data, wherein said first set of 
data defines a query that identifies one or more desired field entries, and wherein said 
second set of data defines an explorer display schema having one or more visual 
elements selected for display with items having said one or more desired field entries 
(See Column 13 Line 58 - Column 14, Line 61 , "template can be associated with each 
of the folders or folder types"); 

and a shell browser configured to access said explorer and to utilize said first set 
of data to select items having one or more desired field entries from said data store and 
to utilize said second set of data to display said selected items according to said 
explorer display schema (See Column 1 3 Line 58 - Column 1 4, Line 61 , "display 
representing folder's contents") It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of the invention to modify Hahn with the teachings of Straub and 
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include a method of changing a layout for a specific folder with the motivation to provide 
the user with a more appropriate view for each specific folder, instead of one view for all 
folders. 

In regards to claim 2, Hahn teaches a computer system of claim 1 , wherein said 
explorer display schema includes one or more decorative elements presented with said 
selected items (Figure 10, the tab layout). 

In regards to claim 3, Hahn teaches a computer system of claim 1, wherein said 
explorer display schema includes one or more shell view schemas, wherein one of said 
shell view schemas is utilized to display a subset of said selected items (Figure 10, the 
tab layout). 

In regards to claim 4, Hahn teaches a computer system of claim 3, wherein one 
or more of the shell view schemas includes one or more display aspects appropriate for 
displaying said subset of selected items to the user (Figure 10, Element 1080). 

In regards to claim 5, Hahn teaches a computer system of claim 1, wherein said 
explorer utilizes a shell display schema associated with a shell browser to display one 
or more of said selected item (Figure 10, Elements 1080, and 1090). 

In regards to claim 6, Hahn teaches a computer system of claim 1 , wherein said 
explorer utilizes one or more item display schemas associated with a shell browser to 
provide one or more display elements included in the display of one or more selected 
items (Figure 10, Element 1080). 
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In regards to claim 7, Hahn teaches a computer system of claim 1 , wherein said 
explorer display schema includes verbs related to said selected items (Figure 7A, 
Element 780). 

In regards to claim 8, Hahn teaches a computer system of claim 7, wherein said 
verbs are associated with applications capable of performing said verbs with respect to 
one or more of said selected items (Figure 7A, Element 780). 

In regards to claim 9, Hahn teaches a computer system of claim 1, wherein said 
explorer display schema includes one or more data queries which are associated with 
the selected items (Figure 20B). 

In regards to claim 10, Hahn teaches a computer system of claim 9, wherein said 
explorer is configured to display results of one or more of said data queries (Figure 
20B). 

In regards to claim 1 1 , Hahn teaches a computer-implemented method for 
presenting one or more items in a data store to a user, the method comprising: selecting 
a desired field entry corresponding to a field entry associated with at least one item in 
the data store, wherein at least a portion of the items in the data store include one or 
more field entries (Figure 1 0, Element 1110); and defining an explorer display schema 
(Figure 10, the tab layout). 

Hahn does not specifically teach defining an explorer display schema that 
includes one or more visual elements selected for display with items having said desired 
field entry; 
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storing an item in a data store as an explore, wherein said explorer houses a set 
of data defining said query and said explorer display schema; 

receiving a user input indicating a user desire to view said explorer; 

in response to said user input, accessing said explorer to enable querying of 
said data store to select one or more items including said desired field entry; and 

utilizing said explorer to enable displaying of one or more of said selected items 
to the user according to said explorer display schema defined by said set of data. 

a query for identifying items in the data store having said desired field entry; and 
querying said data store by utilizing said query to select one or more items including 
said desired field entry. 

Straub teaches defining an explorer display schema that includes one or more 
visual elements selected for display with items having said desired field entry (See 
Column 13 Line 58 - Column 14, Line 61, "template can be associated with each of the 
folders or folder types"); 

storing an item in a data store as an explorer, wherein said explorer houses a 
set of data defining said query and said explorer display schema (See Column 1 3 Line 
58 - Column 1 4, Line 61 , "template can be associated with each of the folders or folder 
types"); 

receiving a user input indicating a user desire to view said explorer (See Column 
13 Line 58 - Column 14, Line 61); 
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in response to said user input, accessing said explorer to enable querying of 
said data store to select one or more items including said desired field entry (See 
Column 13 Line 58 - Column 14, Line 61, "display representing folder's contents"); and 

utilizing said explorer to enable displaying of one or more of said selected items 
to the user according to said explorer display schema defined by said set of data (See 
Column 13 Line 58 - Column 14, Line 61, "display representing folder's contents"). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time of the 
invention to modify Hahn with the teachings of Straub and include a method of changing 
a layout for a specific folder with the motivation to provide the user with a more 
appropriate view for each specific folder, instead of one view for all folders. 

In regards to claim 12, Hahn teaches a method of claim 11, wherein defining said 
explorer display schema includes defining one or more decorative elements to be 
included in a display according to said explorer display schema (Figure 10, the tab 
layout). 

In regards to claim 13, Hahn teaches a method of claim 11, wherein defining said 
explorer display schema includes defining one or more shell view schemas, wherein 
one of said shell view schemas is utilized to display a subset of said selected items 
(Figure 10, the tab layout). 

In regards to claim 14, Hahn teaches a method of claim 11, wherein displaying 
one or more of said items includes utilizing a shell display schema associated with a 
shell browser to display one or more selected items (Figure 10, Element 1080). 
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In regards to claim 15, Hahn teaches a method of claim 11, wherein displaying 
one of the said selected items includes utilizing an item display schema associated with 
a shell browser to provide one or more display attributes included in the display of one 
or more selected items (Figure 10, the tab layout). 

In regards to claim 16, Hahn teaches a method of claim 1 1 , wherein displaying 
said selected items includes displaying verbs which are related to said selected items 
(Figure 7A, Element 780). 

In regards to claim 17, Hahn teaches a method of claim 16, wherein said verbs 
are associated with applications capable of performing said verbs with respect to one or 
more of said set of selected items (Figure 7A, Element 780). 

In regards to claim 18, Hahn teaches a method of claim 11, wherein displaying 
said selected items includes providing one or more data queries which are associated 
with said selected items (Figure 20B). 

In regards to claim 19, Hahn teaches a method of claim 18, wherein said explorer 
is configured to display results of one or more of said data queries (Figure 20B). 

Claims 20 and 21 are substantially similar to claim 1 ; therefore they are rejected 
under similar rationale. 

In regards to claim 22, Hahn teaches an application of claim 21 , wherein said 
explorer display schema includes one or more decorative elements to be included in a 
display according to said explorer display schema (Figure 10, the tab layout). 

In regards to claim 23, Hahn teaches an application of claim 21 , wherein said 
shell interaction module is configured to provide one or more shell view schemas, 
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wherein one of said shell view schemas is utilized to display a subset of selected items 
(Figure 10, Element 1080). 

In regards to claim 24, Hahn teaches an application of claim 21 , wherein said 
shell interaction module is configured to utilize one or more shell display schemas 
associated with a shell browser to display one or more selected items (Figure 10). 

In regards to claim 25, Hahn teaches an application of claim 21 , wherein said 
shell interaction module is configured to utilize an item display schema associated with 
a shell browser to provide one or more display attributes included in the display of one 
or more selected items (Figure 10, the tab layout). 

In regards to claim 26, Hahn teaches an application of claim 21 , wherein said 
explorer display schema includes verbs which are related to said selected items (Figure 
7A, Element 780). 

In regards to claim 27, Hahn teaches an application of claim 26, wherein said 
verbs are associated with applications capable of performing said verbs with respect to 
one or more of said selected items (Figure 7A, Element 780). 

In regards to claim 28, Hahn teaches an application of claim 21 , wherein said 
explorer display schema includes one or more data queries which are associated with 
the selected items (Figure 20B). 

Claim 29 is similar in scope to claim 1 1 ; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 
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In regards to claim 30, Hahn teaches a method of claim 29, wherein said explorer 
display schema includes one or more decorative elements, one or more verbs 
associated with said selected items and/or one or more data queries associated with 
said selected items (Figure 20B). 

In regards to claim 31 , Hahn teaches a method of claim 29, wherein interacting 
with said shell browser includes providing one or more shell view schemas, wherein one 
of said shell view schemas is utilized to display a subset of said selected items (Figure 
10, Element 1080). 

In regards to claim 32, Hahn teaches a method of claim 29, wherein interacting 
with said shell browser includes utilizing one or more shell display schemas associated 
with said shell browser to display one or more selected items (Figure 10). 

In regards to claim 33, Hahn teaches a method of claim 29, wherein interacting 
with said shell browser includes utilizing an item display schema associated with said 
shell browser to provide one or more display attributes included in the display of one or 
more selected items (Figure 10, the tab layout). 

Claim 34 is similar in scope to claim 1 1 ; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

In regards to claim 35, Hahn teaches method of claim 34, wherein said desired 
field entry is associated with an item property desired for each item displayed in said 
explorer (Figure 10). 
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In regards to claim 36, Hahn teaches a method of claim 34, wherein said explorer 
attributes include decorative elements, one or more verbs associated with said 
presented items, and/or one or more data queries associated with said presented items 
(Figure 20B). 

In regards to claim 37, Hahn teaches a method of claim 34, wherein said explorer 
attributes include one or more shell view schemas, wherein one of said shell view 
schemas is utilized to display a subset of said presented items (Figure 1 0, Element 
1080). 

In regards to claim 38, Hahn teaches a method of claim 34, wherein said display 
schema includes one or more shell display schemas associated with a shell browser to 
display one or more presented items (Figure 10). 

In regards to claim 39, Hahn teaches a method of claim 34, wherein said display 
schema includes utilizing an item display schema associated with a shell browser to 
provide one or more display attributes included in the display of one or more presented 
items (Figure 10, the tab layout). 

Claim 40 is similar in scope to claim 1 1 ; therefore it is rejected under similar 
rationale. 

In regards to claim 41 , Hahn teaches a method of claim 40, wherein said explorer 
attributes include decorative elements, one or more verbs associated with said 
presented items, and/or one or more data queries associated with said presented items 
(Figure 20B). 
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In regards to claim 42, Hahn teaches a method of claim 40, wherein said explorer 
attributes include one or more shell view schemas, wherein one of said shell view 
schemas is utilized to display a subset of said presented items (Figure 1 0, Element 
1080). 

In regards to claim 43, Hahn teaches a method of claim 40, wherein interacting 
with said shell browser includes utilizing a shell display schema provided by said shell 
browser to display one or more presented item to the user (Figure 10, Elements 1110, 
and 1080). 

In regards to claim 44, Hahn teaches a method of claim 40, wherein interacting 
with said shell browser includes utilizing one or more display attributes from an item 
display schema provided by said shell browser to display one or more presented item to 
the user (Figure 10, the tab layout). 



Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed 9/23/2008 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive. 

In regards to the Applicant's argument that Straub "is devoid of any discussion of 
"data" defining a "query" that identifies the characteristics of those items to be displayed 
within a themed-view," the Examiner respectfully disagrees. Since Straub can have 
different themes for different folders, Struab does teach data/query that identifies the 
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characteristics of those items (folder contents) to be displayed within a themed-view. 
The Examiner recommends that the Applicant clarify the claim language to clearly 
explain how the query is being used and how is it generated. In other words, is this 
query based on user input, or is this computer generated query. If the Applicant 
desires, he should schedule an interview to discuss this case with the Examiner in order 
to help expedite the prosecution process. 

Inquiry 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to BORIS PESIN whose telephone number is (571)272- 
4070. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday except every other 
Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Stephen Hong can be reached on (571) 272-4124. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



/Boris Pesin/ 
Examiner, Art Unit 2174 



